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Opening Sentence
A voice came from heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son with whom I am
well pleased.”

Processional Hymn #385     Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness       -Uttingen

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
gold of obedience and incense of lowliness
bring, and adore him: the Lord is his name!

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness;
high on his heart he will bear it for thee,
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness,
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness
of the poor wealth thou canst reckon as thine;
truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness,
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine.

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
gold of obedience and incense of lowliness
bring, and adore him: the Lord is his name!

Public Domain
Welcome

One The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All And also with you.

One Almighty God,
All to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hidden.  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Collect for the Epiphany of the Lord

One
Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit, keep your children, born of water and
the Spirit, faithful to their calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.
1st Reading Isaiah 43:1-7

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you,
O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you
are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall
not be burned,  and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. I give Egypt as your ransom,

  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight,
   and honoured, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in

exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring
from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, ‘Give
them up’, and to the south, ‘Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away

   and my daughters from the end of the earth—everyone who is called by my
name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.’

One The word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Psalm                    29 -Public Domain

                     Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven,
ascribe to the Lörd glory and strength.

Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glo-ry thunders; 
the Lord is up-on the mighty waters. 

The voice of the Lord is mighty in o-peration; 
the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice.

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf 
and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

The voice of the Lord splits the flash of lightning; the voice 
of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and 
strips the for-ests bare; 

in his tem-ple all cry, ‘Glory!’

The Lord sits enthroned a-bove the water flood; 
the Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore.

The Lord shall give strength to his people; 
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.
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2nd Reading Acts 8:14-17

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of
God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them
that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any
of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter
and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

One The word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God

Gospel Hymn #165         Mark How the Lamb of God’s Self-Offering       Rendez a Dieu

Mark how the Lamb of God’s self offering 
our human sinfulness takes on
in the birth-waters of the Jordan 
as Jesus is baptized by John.
Hear how the voice from heaven thunders,
“Lo, this is my beloved Son.” 
See how in dove-like form the Spirit
 descends on God’s anointed one.

From this assurance of God’s favour 
Jesus goes to the wilderness,
there to endure a time of testing
 that readied him to teach and bless.
So we, by water and the Spirit
 baptized into Christ’s ministry, 
are often led to paths of service
through mazes of adversity.

Grant us, O God, the strength and courage 
to live the faith our lips declare;

  bless us in our baptismal calling;
Christ’s royal priesthood help us share. 
Turn us from every false allegiance, 
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that we may trust in Christ alone;
raise up in us a chosen people

 transformed by love to be your own. 
Text: Carl Daw © 1990 Hope Publishing

                                                                                                Used by permission under OneLicense A-720169
Gospel Reading

One The Lord be with you!
All And also with you!
One The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to...
All Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Luke 3:15-17,21-22

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by
saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and
was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’

One The Gospel of Christ!
All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Reflection

Anthem          Come down, O Love divine Harris

Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine, and visit it with thine own  
       ardour glowing; 
       O Comforter draw near, within my heart appear, and kindle it, thy holy flame            
       bestowing. 

       O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
       And let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, and clothe me round, the while my 
       path illuming. 
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      Let holy charity mine outward vesture be and lowliness become mine inner clothing: 
      True lowliness of heart, which takes the humbler part, and o’er its own shortcomings 
      weeps with loathing. 

      And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, shall far outpass the pow’r 
      of human telling; 
      For none can guess its grace till he become the place wherein the Holy Spirit makes    
      his dwelling. Amen. 

                                      Public Domain

Response of Faith  The Great Commandment

All Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.
This is the first and the great commandment.
The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.
There is no commandment greater than these.

Prayers of the People

Confession and Absolution - Scotland

One God is love and we are God’s children.  There is no room for fear in love.
We love God because God loved us first.  Let us approach and seek God’s
grace in our lives, and confess our sins in penitence and faith.

Most Gracious God, 
All we confess to you and to our fellow members in the Body of Christ that

we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
and in what we have failed to do.  We are truly sorry.
Forgive us our sins, and deliver us from the power of evil,
for the sake of your Son who died for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

One God, who is both power and love, forgive you and free you 
from all your sins, heal and strengthen you by the Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord,   
in the name of the holy, indivisible Trinity.  Amen. 
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Peace
One The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.

Offertory Hymn # 52     O God, Unseen Yet Ever Near                                             St. Flavian

O God, unseen yet ever near, your presence may we feel;
and thus, inspired with holy fear, around your table kneel.

Here may your faithful people know the blessings of your love,
the streams that through the desert flow, the manna from above.

We come, obedient to your word, to feast on heavenly food,
to eat the body of the Lord, and drink his precious blood.

O living Bread, enduring Vine, your words we shall obey,
and go, renewed with strength divine, rejoicing on our way.

Public domain

Prayer Over the Gifts
One God of life and freedom, we celebrate the revelation of Jesus as the Christ

who makes all creation new. Accept all we offer this day and make us new
in him, who is Lord for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 

Feasting at the Table of God
One May God be with you - England, Eucharistic Prayer E
All And also with you                                            Setting - Missa Brevis #4 - Willan

One Lift up your hearts. Submitted to Onlelicense

All We lift them up to God.
One Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.
One All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, mighty creator,

ever-living God, through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism Jesus was revealed as Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
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In the water made wine the new creation was revealed at the wedding
feast. Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy, 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven we lift our voices 
to proclaim the glory of your name and sing our joyful hymn of
praise:***

Choir  Holy, holy, holy...
One We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.^

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.^

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with
confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.

Great is his the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom
comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. 

-9-

Amen.*

Lord’s Prayer 
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save
us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the
power and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread, Invitation to Communion
One We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.
All God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.
One The gifts of God, for the people of God!
All Thanks be God! 

Choir O Lamb of God

Communion Motet                     Motet: Verbum caro factum est - ed. Proulx

Word made flesh, we welcome you, come to dwell among us here. Alleluia.
 
  Thus has God made known to us His salvation for us all. Alleluia. 

Close to me, he called my name, You my Father, I your son. Alleluia. 
©1994 GIA Publications

                                                                                                Used by permission under OneLicense A-720169
Prayer after Communion

One Gracious God, lover of all, by this sacrament you make us one family in
Christ your Son, one in the sharing of his body and blood, one in the
communion of his Spirit. Help us to grow in love for one another and
come to the full maturity of the Body of Christ. We ask this in his name.

All Amen.

Announcements

Blessing
One Sing and praise the Creator of the world on this the occasion of Epiphany,  
           Baby Jesus is bestowed on the Earth from Heaven. The whole Earth sings   
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          Alleluia  to the heavens.
And the blessing...

Hymn #410            Creating God, your fingers trace                          -Winchester New (103)

Creating God, your fingers trace 
the bold designs of farthest space;
let sun and moon and stars and light
and what lies hidden praise your might.

Sustaining God, your hands uphold
earth’s mysteries known or yet untold;
let water’s fragile blend with air,
enabling life, proclaim your care.

Redeeming God, your arms embrace
all now despised for creed or race;
let peace descending like a dove,
make known on earth your healing love.

In dwelling God, your gospel claims
one family with a billion names;
let every life be touched by grace
until we praise you face to face

  Text: Jeffery Rowthorn © 1979 Hymn Society (Hope)

                                                                              Used by permission under OneLicense A-720169

                                                                              Music: Public Domain   

Dismissal                                     
One As we leave this place may Christ Jesus dwell with us, keep us from all

harm, and make us one in mind and heart, now and forever.
All Thanks be to God. 

Voluntary      
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Where does Centering Prayer come from? Its source is the Trinity dwelling within us. 
It is rooted in God’s life within us...

With baptism comes the entire uncreated presence of the most holy Trinity: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

We participate as human beings in God’s life just by being alive, 
but much more through grace...

This stream of divine love that is constantly renewed in the life of the Trinity 
is infused into us through grace. We know this by our desire for God. 

That desire, however it may be battered by the forces of daily life, 
manifests itself in the effort that we make to develop a life of prayer 

and a life of action that is penetrated by prayer.

- Thomas Keating

                                       To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord (J. Pachelbel)
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